
Bloomington-Posoltega Committee  

Minutes  

January 8, 2019, at 6:30 pm 

 

 

Present: David Boeyink, Dan Conkle, Debbi Conkle, 

    Salil Gupta, Mary Jensen and Lydia Spellman 

 

1. Approval of Minutes from December 11, 2018 

 

2. Treasurer’s Report – IU Credit Union checking account balances on Dec. 11, 2018, are 

as follows:   

 Bloomington SCI, Inc. $6.92 

 Posoltega 5,792.43  

 Cubamistad 633.49 

Dave reported that donations following the December newsletter have been deposited and 

we have again received a donation from a donor through the Community Foundation of 

St. Joseph County.  A recommendation to transfer $2,000 into the Mary Lou Miller Fund 

within the Community Foundation of Bloomington and Monroe County was approved by 

the committee.   

Funds for January’s expenses of $685 (no scholarships in January and February) were 

transferred to Posoltega for the hot lunch program, the sewing project, and the staff 

(cooks and administrator). 

 

3. Scholarship students –  A tentative 1
st
 semester 2019 list was presented which showed 

3 students who quit classes last semester, 3 students who have received the maximum 5 

years in the program, and also 4 new students and 1 returning.  Debbi will coordinate 

with Orbelina to see if the list of 23 total students is correct.   

 

4. December Newsletter and Post Office Box glitch – Mary Jensen was the first to learn 

that a donor had had their letter returned to them from our PO Box.  We soon heard from 

several others.  Apparently the usual notice of rent due was not placed in the box, and so 

our PO Box was shut down at a very critical time.  After an immediate reopening, and 

over 50 new letters and emails sent to our friends, all is hopefully back to normal.  We 

apologized for the inconvenience and have made plans to note the due date on our own 

calendars. 

 

5. Political situation in Nicaragua – There was a NY Times article about the deteriorating 

economic and political situation in Nicaragua on December 24, 2018.  It reported that 

Nicaraguans who had protested earlier were being hunted by gunmen, even those who 

had fled to Costa Rica.  

  

6. Request from Orbelina -  Debbi will try to find out more details about a new project 

which Orbelina is proposing that would provide snacks to approximately 20 pregnant 

mothers.  Orbelina also stated that those in Posoltega are looking forward to our next 

visit.  Normally a group from First Presbyterian Church travels to Posoltega every other 

year.  It has been decided, however, that due to the political unrest in Nicaragua, the next 

trip will be postponed until 2020. 

 

 

 

 



7. Other –  

*David Boeyink will talk with Beverly Calendar-Anderson to confirm that the city has 

paid their yearly dues to Sister Cities International.  

*A brochure of the Monroe Co. Public Library’s non-profit offerings was circulated.  

Salil volunteered to look into possible grant-writing and grants.   

*Debbi commented on a nice tribute at year’s end to former sister city leader Barbara 

Seitz de Martinez by H-T Editor Bob Zaltsburg.  Mary Jensen will share it with 

Guillermo, Barbara’s widow. 

*Display case in City Hall Lobby is temporarily showcasing articles from a time capsule 

for the bicentennial.  We look forward to again displaying photos and updated 

informative items about our 2 sister cities in the case.   

 

Next Meeting: February 12, 2019    Kelly Conference Room, Room # 155, 6:30 pm 


