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Helping Posoltega as Nicaragua Bleeds  
When Bloomington began its sister-city relationship with Posoltega more than 
30 years ago, Nicaragua was embroiled in the Iran-Contra crisis. After years 

of peace, turmoil has again erupted like a volcano over the Nicaraguan 
landscape. However, while our access is limited, we continue to provide 

needed support for women, children, and university students.   

 

Update on Nicaragua: 
A “perfect” storm 
Twenty years ago, Hurricane Mitch 
devastated Central America, particularly 
Nicaragua and Honduras. Between 2,000 and 
3,000 people lost their lives when the Casitas 
Volcano near Posoltega collapsed under 48 
inches of rain, wiping out entire villages.  
 
Today, another hurricane is drowning 
Nicaragua. After 10 years of economic 
growth, Nicaragua’s economy is in freefall.  

• As gifts of Venezuelan oil dried up, so has the economy. Social programs (micro-financing 
of small business, food for the hungry, subsidized housing) have been largely abandoned. 

• Efforts of Daniel Ortega’s government to reduce spending by cutting the pensions on 
which many Nicaraguans rely resulted in widespread protests and many deaths.  

• The result has been the closing of businesses, a collapse of tourism, and massive 
uncertainty about the future. Economic activity contracted 4.9 percent in May alone.  

• Many Nicaraguans are fleeing the country, seeking safety and job opportunities in 
countries like Costa Rica.  
 

The Nicaraguan crisis extends even to our friends in rural Posoltega.  Safety, particularly for 
university students in larger cities, could be at risk.  And the collapse of the economy certainly 
affects the well-being of many Posoltegans.  For example, we know of a Posoltega mother who, 
having lost her job, was forced to leave her family to seek employment in Spain.  

In the face of these developments, we have been able to continue our support for Posoltega.  

• Our hot-lunch program serves nutritious food to children five days a week.  
• Scholarships help more than 20 young Posoltegans get a university education.  
• The newly rejuvenated sewing program for women is flourishing in a local church.  

 
 Your support is vital to our efforts to make life better for our friends in Posoltega. In this holiday 
season, we hope the children, university students, and women of Posoltega will be on your gift 
list. They need us more than ever.  

Students protesting welfare cuts initiated a broader 
movement to oppose President Daniel Ortega, protests 
that resulted in hundreds of deaths and injuries. 
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2018 Bloomington-Posoltega Sister Cities Financial Report 

Outreach to Bloomington in 2018! 

 

A goal of Bloomington Sister 
Cities is to help Btown 
residents participate in the 
culture of Central America. At 
this fall’s Fiesta del Otoño, a 
record 12 volunteers—
elementary students, college 
students and others—engaged 
visitors with crafts and 
conversation at our Posoltega 
information  table.   

Also in October, Debbi 
Conkle visited three 5th 
grade Spanish classes at 
Childs Elementary, sharing 
information about the culture, family life and schools in Posoltega. 
Some of the students came up with ideas for collecting reading 
glasses and recorders to take on a future trip.  

If you want to get more involved in our sister-city relationship with 
Posoltega, let us know! We would love more partners in this 
important work. (See contact information below.) 

In 2018, we increased funding for the hot-lunch program’s food and staff salaries. 
These increases were offset by a decline in the number of graduation fees paid.  

Expenses 

• Hot lunch for children/pregnant women $5,040 
• Salaries for administrator and cooks in Posoltega 2,520 
• Sewing project: instructor’s salary, machine maintenance 616 
• Uniforms for elementary/secondary students 600 
• Scholarships for 24 university students (First Presbyterian Church) 3,600 
•  Total expenses for 2018 $12,376 

Assets 

• Cash on hand (plus pledged contributions) 5,607 
• Money reserved for the sewing project (92) 
• Program expenses due through Dec 31, 2018 (520) 
• Predicted year-end balance $4.995 

Contact us at: bloomingtonsistercities@gmail.com 
                                                        Visit us at: www.bloomingtonposoltega.wordpress.com  
                                                                                                            Follow us and like us at: facebook.com/BloomingtonPosoltega 

Take a (video) trip to 
Posoltega today! 

If you have not been to Central 
America, it may be hard to imagine 
what Posoltega looks like. So take a 
trip today! 

A 5-minute video will bring you to 
the place many Bloomington 
residents have visited over the last 
30 years. (Here’s the YouTube link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
qh-3yl2BTPY.) 

The video 
will help 
you see 
why many 
of us have 
fallen in 
love with 
this land of 
friendly, 
generous 
people.  

Children make crafts at the Sister Cities booth. 
This fall’s Fiesta del Otoño, held during the 
Saturday Farmers Market, highlighted 
Bloomington’s Latino diversity. 

This video shot 
captures a child in the 
cemetery, framed by 
the Casitas Volcano. 
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