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Sister Cities Loses an Ally and Friend  
On Jan. 1, 2018, Barbara Seitz de Martinez passed away. Barbara’s dedication 

to the people of Posoltega, including over 20 years of leading this 
organization, is legendary. This newsletter is dedicated to her memory. Read 

her story on the next page.  

 

New program buys needed school uniforms  
Recently, Bloomington’s public schools faced criticism for 
offering alternative lunches for children who could not afford 
the regular hot lunch. One concern was the way this 
stigmatized children from low-income families.  

Now imagine how Posoltega children feel when they sit in class 
without uniforms worn by other children. Though a uniform is 
not required, not having one can keep a child from attending.  

Last semester, your contributions purchased more than 70 
shirts, pants, blouses, skirts, and shoes for these children. We 
will send $300 each semester to meet this need. Children from 
Posoltega and a nearby school in Juan XXIII are eligible.  

The average cost of only $4.00 for each item means your 
generosity is helping many children feel better about going to 
school, just like the three Posoltega students pictured at right. 
That’s not a lot to pay for dignity.  

Protests and political violence 
in Nicaragua have taken more 
than 300 lives in recent 
months.  

Despite the violence, we have 
been able to continue our 
programs supporting the 
people of Posoltega, thanks to 
our friends on the ground in 
Posoltega! 

A statement of support from 
the Posoltega Committee of 
Bloomington Sister Cities for 
all citizens of Nicaragua is 
printed on the right.  

Aid to Posoltega continues amid Nicaraguan turmoil   

Students in Managua, Nicaragua's 
capital city, join a Walk for Peace. 

We have been friends with the 
people of Posoltega for 30 
years, and all of us on the 
Posoltega Committee of 

Bloomington Sister Cities are 
extremely concerned about the 

violence, deaths, and 
repression in Nicaragua. Our 
hearts ache for the people of 
Nicaragua. We are especially 
concerned about the safety of 
the students of Posoltega who 

are part of our university 
scholarship program. We stand 
in solidarity with them, and we 

fervently hope and pray for 
peace, justice, freedom and 

democracy to prevail. 
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Barbara Seitz de Martinez leaves a legacy of 
service for Posoltega—and Bloomington  
The death of Barbara Seitz de Martinez on Jan. 1, 2018, was a loss for her family and friends. For the 

Posoltega Committee of Bloomington Sister Cities, it means the incalculable loss of a person who 
guided this organization for more than two decades. We dedicate this issue to Barbara. She leaves a 

world made richer and kinder by her service. We will not forget her. We will not let her down. 

                                                                Photo by Jeremy Hogan  
Orbelina Reyes and Barbara Seitz de Martinez 
talk on the streets of Posoltega in this undated 
photo. Orbelina and Barbara worked together to 
develop programs for the people of Posoltega. 

A legacy of hope for Posoltega 
Barbara Seitz de Martinez provided 29 years of 
leadership to the Posoltega Committee of Bloomington 
Sister Cities. A few of her accomplishments include: 

• Raising more than $100,000 to buy land for the 
survivors of Hurricane Mitch in 1998.  

• A hot-lunch program for malnourished children.  

• Three eye-care missions in the 90s, providing 
prescription glasses to poor people in Posoltega.  

• A university scholarship program for young people 
from Posoltega. Today, 24 students are enrolled.  

• Helping implement the first of 12 trips from First 
Presbyterian Church to Posoltega.  

A legacy of changed lives  
More than 200 Bloomington people 
have experienced life in Posoltega, 
visits that impacted their view of the 
world long after they returned home.  

One young woman, part of the 1994 
youth exchange, said recently: “That 
trip changed my life forever. I learned 
about community, giving, poverty, 
family, language, and most 
importantly, life from a totally different 
perspective and culture.”  

She is not alone. Many of us made our 
first visits to a developing country on 
Barbara’s watch. These people, and all 
those who support this work, are her 
living legacy.  

Barbara’s work for Posoltega goes on 
Barbara is gone, but her 
legacy will continue with 
your help. To honor her 
contributions, tell us if 
your gift is in Barbara’s 
memory. We will pass 
that information to her 
family.  

Gifts can also be 
designated for the Mary 
Lou Miller Fund, an 
endowment Barbara 
helped create that 
produces income to 
support Posoltega’s 
people in perpetuity. 

                            Photo by Jeremy Hogan 
Claudia Molieri de Toruño 
shares a happy moment with 
the woman many in Posoltega 
know as “Santa Barbara.”  
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