
Minutes of January 10, 2017 Meeting of  
Bloomington-Posoltega Committee  

6:30 p.m. in Room 155, Showers Building 
 
Present:  Debbi Conkle and Katie Mysliwiec  

 1.  Treasurer’s Report –         
 Checking account balances on Jan. 8, 2017: 
 Bloomington SCI, Inc.        $    91.80 
 Posoltega          $9,789.55 
 Cubamistad                     $   186.42 
  
 Transfer of funds – On Dec. 22, $520 was transferred to Posoltega for January’s expenses (hot lunch
 and sewing lessons). 
 Putting excess funds to work - One of our major donors has authorized us to use the most recent 
 donation however we see fit. At the same time, his letter mentioned the possibility of putting some of it 
 in a “rainy-day fund.”  
 
 Based on that, David would like to dedicate a portion of the $3,000.00 from that donation be transferred 
 to the Mary Lou Miller Fund.  Debbi Conkle mentioned purchasing Pimleurs Language Tapes to be 
 donated to the library in Posoltega for use by all students wanting to learn/improve on their English 
 pronunciation.   
  
2. New Business  
   
 Meeting with Maria and Isaac Salazar – Mary Jensen met earlier with these two and will try to get a 
 meeting set up so all of the committee can hear their ideas for Posoltega.  
 
 Briefly Debbi talked about the scholarship program and the problems some students were having in 
 receiving their November and December monthly money on time.  The committee is following up to see 
 if things have been resolved.  We will discuss this further at next month’s meeting. 
 
 MCCSC IB Schools – Debbi sent the December Newsletter, which featured the 3 International 
 Baccalaureate schools, to the three teachers: Gabriela Cooledge, Arrate Lopez, and Moranda 
 Terwilliger.  She also asked each of them to contact the committee when they are ready for us to come 
 do presentations or meet with their classes. 
 
 Indiana Sister Cities International Representative (SCI Indiana Representative  -  Jane Gehlhausen has 
 reached out to Bloomington’s two sister cities with hopes of staying in contact with and keeping up on 
 our activities.  She has started publishing a newsletter, and already put a bit of Posoltega news in the 
 January issue.  Both Posoltega and CUBAmistad should submit news and possibly request help with any 
 questions we might have.   
 Jane Gehlhausen, SCI Indiana State Representative, 317-828-3379, jgehlhausen@comcast.net 
 
 Katie Mysliwiec, our committee’s website master, reported that she hopes to become an active member 
 of our committee now that she has moved back to Bloomington.  She is the owner/operator of 
 Needmore Coffee Roasters and her first-ever shop will be opening at 104 N. Pete Ellis Drive 
 sometime next month. Katie shared a bit of how she decided to go into the fair-trade coffee business, 
 including the fact that  having taken trips to Posoltega, Nicaragua in the late 1990’s was a big part of it.  
 Stay tuned for more info.  So glad to have Katie on board! 
 

continued on next page 
 



Joint Meeting with Cubamistad 
 The members of Cubamistad joined us.  We discussed the information from the SCI Indiana 
 Representative (see above) and how we might benefit from her assistance.  Ms. Gehlhausen had asked 
 about a city in S. Korea that was hoping to connect to Bloomington. Cubamistad told of the work they 
 are doing with the schools and also of their meeting with the mayor to pass along a gift from Santa 
 Clara.  
Upcoming events:  First Presbyterian Church trip to Posoltega will be June 15-25, 2017 
    
Next Meeting: February 14, 2017, Kelly Conference Room, Room #155 at 6:30pm                          


