
 

 

 

Bloomington-Posoltega News July 2016 

 

Special Reports:  
Changes are coming in the women’s sewing program supported by your 

contributions (see below). Also, a feature on one student supported by our 
scholarship program and brief bios on your officers (see page 2). 

 

 

Using your gifts efficiently, effectively  
Nicaragua is the second-poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. But according to the 2016 
Social Progress Index of the Skoll Foundation, Nicaragua was seventh-best in the world in social 
progress (basic human needs, wellbeing, opportunity) relative to its gross domestic product 
(GDP)!  

Nicaraguans may not have great wealth, but they don’t waste what they have.  

Our mission for your contributions is to use them just as efficiently, whether it’s for hot lunches for 
children (50 cents a meal), scholarships ($150 per student for a year), or sewing classes for 
women ($28 a month for the entire program of classes).  

And every dollar you contribute goes to Posoltega. All Bloomington expenses (mailing, supplies, 
etc.) are underwritten by members of the Bloomington/Posoltega Sister Cities board.  

Consider a gift to support Nicaraguans in need.    
They will use it well. 

Women’s sewing program 
gets a new beginning 
Bloomington Sister Cities has supported a 
women’s sewing cooperative near Posoltega 
for many years. That program ground to a 
halt with the theft of most of the machines.  

With your help we raised $1,170 to purchase 
six new electric machines. Some of our 
reserves will add security, lighting and 
electrical service for the machines to the new 
location for the sewing project in Posoltega. 

Women will learn to make clothing for their 
families or to sell in markets. They also 
receive a certificate for completing the 
program that helps them get jobs.  

Stay tuned as we get this program restarted!   

Photo by Dan Conkle 

Trinidad Rivera, former sewing teacher, displays some 
of the sewing projects made by women from previous 
classes. The sewing program is being reorganized in 
Posoltega, Nicaragua .  
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Financial Status: July 2016 

 Meet your officers 

 

Mary Jensen, chair 
In addition to accepting another term as chair of our 
organization, Mary works as a chaplain at Hospice, IU 
Health, in Bloomington. While an associate pastor at 
First Presbyterian Church in Bloomington, she helped 
lead five mission trips to Posoltega. She and her 
husband, Ben Cramer, who served as translator, also 
vacationed in Nicaragua. 

 
Debbi Conkle, secretary 
Debbi is a liaison between BSCI and First 
Presbyterian Church (FPC) in Bloomington. Debbi 
and her family have made repeated trips to 
Posoltega. Her husband, Dan, helps to coordinate 
the college scholarships, largely funded by FPC 
members. Debbi is organizer for local BSCI 
events, expanding our visibility in Bloomington. 

Dave Boeyink, treasurer 
In addition to paying the bills, Dave serves as 
editor of the semiannual newsletter. Dave has 
made nine trips to Posoltega since 1995, most as 
a leader of First Presbyterian Church work 
groups. Odds that he will retire to Nicaragua one 
day, perhaps to a coffee plantation (see Selva 
Negra photo at left) are running about 40:60.  

A mid-year report on finances for a small non-profit is a moving target. But we still want to give 
you a good idea where we stand at the midpoint of our fiscal year. In summary, our programs are 
solvent, but running on a thin margin. Here’s our status as of June 30, 2016.  

• Cash on hand (plus pledged contributions)   $8,771 
• Money dedicated to sewing project    ($2,000) 
• Program expenses through Dec. 31, 2016  ($5,598) 
• Predicted balance at year-end     $1,173 

We are pleased to have enough money on hand to cover 2016 expenses. However, we are short 
of the recommended six-month reserve for a viable non-profit. To have the recommended 
emergency reserve, we need $3,500 on hand at the end of the year (prior to the December fund 
drive). We are one-third of the way there. 

Any contributions made now get us closer to building that critical safety net. 

Contact us at: 
bloomingtonsistercities@gmail.com 
Visit us at: 
www.bloomingtonposoltega.wordpress.com  
Follow us and like us at: 
facebook.com/BloomingtonPosoltega 

Why university scholarships 
are critical to Posoltegans 

Bloomington donors provide 
stipends of $150 to 22 students 
attending university. That small 
amount buys food, school supplies, 
transportation. And that is the 
difference between getting a 
degree and staying home.  

Ingrid Valeria 
Martinez Vargas (at 
right), one of our 
scholarship students, 
studies environmental 
engineering. She 
wants to preserve the 
environment, prevent soil 
contamination, and prepare for 
climate change. She also earned a 
scholarship to study English from 
the U.S. Embassy.  

That’s quite a return on investment. 
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