
Minutes of February 9, 2016 Meeting of  
Bloomington-Posoltega Committee  

6:30 p.m. in Room 155, Showers Building 
 

Present:  Debbi Conkle and Barbara Seitz de Martinez, and David Boeyink via written reports 
and telephone  

                
1. Minutes of the January 12, 2016  meeting were approved.   
3. Treasurer’s Report –        Balances: 

Bloomington SCI,Inc.             11.80 
Posoltega Checking         6,247.05 
CUBAmistad               18.30 
The 2016 dues of $765.00 for Sister Cities International were paid on Jan. 15, 2016. 
Transfer of funds in the amount of $520.00 were made on Jan. 28, 2016 for the February expenses (hot 
lunch, elementary/high school scholarships and sewing lessons). 
Sewing Lessons fundraising - At present, we have pledges of $675.00 with additional promises to 
donate coming from donors at First Presbyterian Church. 

4. Old Business 
College Scholarship program - More progress was made on the college scholarship forms.  Barbara 
explained that at the beginning of the college scholarship program, the universities had an agreement 
with the Posoltega committee so that students from Posoltega received free rooms. 
Barbara had just heard from Orbelina via Guillermo. She reported the names of 3 new college 
scholarship students for 2016.  Debbi will communicate with Orbelina to determine who has graduated, 
ended their studies, or hit the 5 year maximum of scholarship help.  We will then know how many new 
students can be added…up to a max of 23. 
We briefly discussed our new policy of helping students with the cost of their títulos, noting that each 
student would get the same amount regardless of the actual cost.  We thought $100 would be 
appropriate, but will check with others, especially Dan Conkle of First Presbyterian Church. We 
discussed how we might authenticate each student’s eligibility for his or her título?  Barbara suggested 
that maybe the mayor could be involved and hold some sort of celebration once a student gained their 
degree.  
Elementary/High school scholarships - Orbelina reported the names of the 6 high school students 
receiving scholarship money.  There currently are no elementary students receiving help. We need to 
learn the process by which these students are chosen.  

5. New Business – Community connections 
Pen Pals with MCCSC classes – Debbi Conkle and Christine Missik were invited to Templeton 
Elementary School for a meeting on 1/27/2016 with the teachers who teach Spanish at Templeton, 
Childs, and University Elementary to discuss how their students might correspond with elementary 
students in Posoltega.  Debbi will send a summary of the meeting to the committee by email. 
College Internship Program (CIP), Bloomington – Dave Boeyink and Christine Missik met with 
Charles Culp and Carolyn Haney this morning, 2/9/2016, to discuss the potential for volunteer service 
for students in the program.  In brief, CIP is a postsecondary program for young people (18-26) with 
learning differences, such as autism, Asperger’s, ADHD and others.  One of the requirements is 20 
hours of volunteer service.  They discussed possible Sister City projects with which the students might 
be able to help. 

  
Next Meeting: March 8, 2016, Kelly Conference Room, 6:30pm                        

 
Bloomington Sister Cities International, Inc. –CUBAmistad’s Cynthia Roberts stopped in to reported that 
Michele Henderson is also working with MCCSC. They are having students contribute drawings and stories 
about Bloomington that will be made into a book that will be shared  with students in Santa Clara, Cuba. 


