
Minutes of April 12, 2016 Meeting of  
Bloomington-Posoltega Committee  

6:30 p.m. in Room 155, Showers Building 
 

Present:  Mary Jensen, Barbara Seitz de Martinez, and Debbi Conkle  
               
1. Minutes of the March 8, 2016  meeting were approved.   
3. Treasurer’s Report –  submitted by email       

Balances: 
Bloomington SCI,Inc.             11.80 
Posoltega Checking         5,931.55 
CUBAmistad             143.38 
Transfer of funds - $925.00 for April expenses (hot lunch, elementary/high school and university 
scholarships,and sewing lessons) on March 24 
Tax filings – Dave has filed all required tax documents for 2015: Entity Annual Report, Business Entity 
Report, NP-20, and Form 990-N. (A huge thank you to Dave for this!) 
Sewing Lessons – We have donations and pledges of $625 for the purchase of sewing machines.  The 
proposal that the committee use the money received from the Mary Lou Miller Fund to underwrite the 
house renovations for the sewing class project was discussed, put into a motion, and passed. 

4. Old Business 
College Scholarship program –   The program is now full with 23 students in the program at the 
beginning of the March 2016 semester.  This is an addition of 7 students new to the scholarship 
program.  Not all are 1st year students in their respective universities. Thanks to Barbara Seitz de 
Martinez for finalizing the scholarship information sheet and agreement form in English and in Spanish.  
We will post these on our website for the Posoltega students to have.  We will let them know that each 
should print a copy to sign and turn into the chair of the Posoltega Committee. 
Local Projects and connections –  

MCCSC International Baccalaureate (IB) schools –  Debbi Conkle and David Boeyink visited 
two different 2nd grade classrooms at University Elementary (with Claire Gilbert assisting Debbi 
on one visit) on March 22 and March 24, and then visited the 5th graders at Childs Elementary on 
March 25.  They showed photos and spoke about what life was like for elementary students in 
Posoltega.  Many interesting questions were put forth by the students, who with the help of their 
teachers will be communicating via email with the Posoltega school of Ricardo Morales.  All of 
those students, plus a class at Templeton Elementary, are making bookmarks to send to 
Posoltega.  Our committee will facilitate that mailing.  

5. New Business   
We plan to hold election of officers for Bloomington Sister Cities International, Inc., and for our 
Posoltega Committee in June.  
Upcoming events: IU Student Involvement Fair will be August 29 from 2-6 pm. 

       Fiesta del Otoño will be September 24 from 10 am to 1 pm.    
 
Next Meeting: May 10, 2016, Kelly Conference Room, 6:30pm 
                        
Bloomington Sister Cities International, Inc. (joint meeting) 7:20 pm  in Room 155  –  

Present: Cynthia Roberts, Jeannette Clausen, Sarah Gray, and Tim Ellis – Cubamistad; 
Mary Jensen, Barbara Seitz de Martinez, and Debbi Conkle – Bloomington-Posoltega  
 

We discussed the above upcoming events.  Cubamistad and Posoltega agreed that each group would be pleased 
to  participate in the City of Bloomington’s Fiesta del Otoño this fall.   Cynthia stated that her group would 
very much like to have music of Cuba included in the offerings of the event this year.  Cubamistad reported that 
they will have a visitor from Cuba who was part of Cuba’s Literary Campaign, at their May meeting. They 
noted that they also are working with the local IB schools and will be taking bookmarks to Santa Clara on a 



proposed October trip. Both groups are interested in briefly meeting with Mayor John Hamilton to introduce 
ourselves and the cultural and educational work of our groups to him.  At the meeting we also will request that 
he take part in the 60th Anniversary of Sister Cities International by proclaiming July 15, Sister Cities Day.  
Understanding that he has a very busy schedule, Debbi will contact Mayor Hamilton to find out the most 
convenient time to meet.   


