
Minutes of August 11, 2015 Meeting of  
Bloomington-Posoltega Committee  

6:30 p.m. in Room 155, Showers Building 
 

Present:  Mary Jensen, David Boeyink, Barbara Seitz de Martínez and Debbi Conkle 
 

1. Minutes of the July 14, 2015 meeting were approved (after making a typo correction)  
2. Treasurer’s Report –   

Balances: 
Bloomington SCI,Inc.   11.80 
Posoltega Checking         1,084.05 
CUBAmistad               19.51 
Transfer of funds – In July 2015, Dave transferred $925.00 for August expenses (scholarship, hot lunch 
and sewing lessons). 
Current status - We have only enough money to cover September’s expenses.  Debbi will ask FPC to 
forward the money to cover the  2nd semester scholarships.  We hope that the newsletter brings in 
desperately-needed funds!   
Reports on programs – Dave submitted 3 separate reports which are mostly contained in the August 
newsletter, which will soon be posted to our website.  Also see highlights in the Posoltega Trip report 
below.   

3. Old Business 
Boletín Comunitario –  Dave’s article (in Spanish) covering our recent trip to Posoltega was in the 
August issue which can be found online and in print at the Monroe Co. Public Library and City Hall. 
Posoltega Trip Report – Dave, with Debbi adding color commentary, gave a full report of the 
programs this committee supports as witnessed during the trip to Posoltega, June 25 – July 5, 2015.  
  1. Sewing – hope to start up new classes in “Barbara’s house,” will need funds for an upgrade in 
electrical lines and lighting (will ask for an estimate) and for 6 new machines  (Of course, without new 
donations, this will not be possible.) 
   2. Scholarship program – 17 of the 23 scholarship students came to a meeting with us on June 28- 
good communication at the meeting, hopefully more email and online connections throughout the year.  
Maybe put some of the students’ photos and short bios on our website along with already discussed 
plans to add other documents online (in Spanish and English).   We briefly touched on the new plan to 
pay each student’s titulo (graduation certificate).   Dave also brought up the possibility of having some 
of the scholarships be for students seeking technical degrees.  Note: Rafi Hasan of the City of 
Bloomington Safe and Civil Cities and Andy Kort of First Presbyterian Church think sharing the 
students’ stories with others will help get others interested in supporting our committee’s work. 
    3. Hot lunch program – Dave could be found at the Comedor Infantil every day that lunch was 
served, helping Carolina (the cook for the week) prepare and serve the meals.  He watched an average of 
40 children and pregnant mothers come each day, and determined the cost per meal and variety of food, 
etc.  He determined that things are going well, although the kitchen is in need of eating utensils and a 
potato peeler. 
August Newsletter – Thanks to Dave for preparing the August newsletter!  Discussion about bulk mail 
vs. regular stamps ended with a decision to send them with regular first class stamps this time. (The bulk 
mail yearly cost is high, and since we only send 2 mailings a year, it no longer saves us money.)  Mary 
and Debbi will finish and send out the newsletter. 
 

4. New Business 
Report on “Art in the Atrium” – The art display looks great thanks to installation by Miah 
Michaelsen.  The art opening reception on Friday, August 7, was festive with Cuban and Nicaraguan-
inspired snacks provided by committee members. There were only a few non-committee guests. 
However, the display is being viewed  by others (with already a few positive comments) throughout the 
week. The show will be taken down on Monday, August 31. 



Bloomington Volunteer Network Fair – Will be this Saturday & will be covered by Mary and Debbi.  
We have made some nice connections with others at this fair in the past. 
Report on Mary’s meeting with Rafi and Beverly – Not much time was available for this report.  
However, earlier by email, all committee members were able to submit responses to a request by Rafi 
and Beverly asking about our recent activities, accomplishments, and our plans for the future.  The info 
will be used by Rafi to keep abreast of our committee’s work and also to share our work with others 
across the city. 
Response to request by Marcia Veldman for info re: upcoming Fiesta – Mary will check with Varaceli 
Gomez about us submitting something in addition to what she is submitting. 
 
Dates/Plans for 2015 Calendar  

August 2015 – Art display “City Hall Atrium Gallery” – continues through August 31  
August 15 - Bloomington Volunteer Fair  10am -1pm 
September 2, 2015 – IU Student Involvement Fair, 11 am – 2:30 pm in Dunn Meadow 

  September 26, 2015 - Fiesta del Otoño, 10am – 1pm, Showers Plaza 
 
Next Meeting: September 8, 2015, Kelly Conference Room, 6:30pm  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Bloomington Sister Cities International, Inc. – joint meeting with Cubamistad 

August 11, 2015 , 7:30 p.m. in the Kelly Conference Room, Room #155 
 

Present: Cynthia Roberts-Hall  - Cubamistad;   Mary Jensen, Barbara Seitz de Martínez, Dave Boeyink and 
Debbi Conkle – Posoltega; Rafi Hasan – City of Bloomington Dir. Of Safe & Civil Cities 
  
Fiesta del Otoño – Both groups will coordinate with Varaceli on plans.  Debbi will get publicity posters from 
her to have at the upcoming volunteer fairs.  (Cubamistad and Posoltega will share a table at the IU Student 
Involvement Fair.) 
 
Discussion with Rafi – Rafi shared ways in which he hoped to facilitate our committees’ work.  If given 
information 5-7 days in advance, he can help with press releases and possibly with printing of materials.  With 
representatives from our committee, he hopes to talk with groups like MCCSC, IU fraternities/sororities, &/or 
Ivy Tech to inform them of our work, especially the Posoltega scholarship program.  Cynthia mentioned their 
project of “Books and Beyond” headed up by Michele Henderson, in which Bloomington youth will write about 
our city in both Spanish and English and it will be shared with the youth of Santa Clara, Cuba.   
Rafi wants to be kept informed so that he can represent us accurately to others.  Posoltega Committee will send 
him our most recent newsletter, and will continue to send him the minutes by email. 
 
 
 
 
 


