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Donor reception, photo exhibit at 

Lennie’s in Bloomington 

Donors to Bloomington-Posoltega Sister Cities were 

honored at a Sept. 8, 2014, reception at Lennie’s.  

The highlight of the reception was a photo exhibit 

mounted by Debbi Conkle. Her photos of 

Nicaraguan life, some of which are shown here 

(right), were taken during several trips to 

Nicaragua. All proceeds from purchased photos 

raised money for our programs in Posoltega.  

Lennie’s also donated a portion of its revenues on 

Tuesday nights in October to the work of our 

Annual fund 
drive supports 
hot lunch for 
Nicaraguan 
children 

Each weekday, the 

Comedor Infantil in 

Posoltega fills with up to 100 

children who might not 

otherwise get a hot, 

nutritious lunch. Or perhaps 
no lunch at all.  

 That food is provided by 

the generous donations of 

people like you who have 

supported the hot-lunch 
program over the years.  

The food program costs 
nearly $6,000 each year.  

Meet the Officers 

Jensen fell in love with 
Posoltega on a 1999 

mission trip as associate 
pastor of First 

Presbyterian Church. She 
is currently  hospice 

chaplain for IU Health 
Bloomington. 

In addition to her work as 
secretary and event 

organizer with Sister Cities, 
Conkle maintains her ties to  

First Presbyterian‘s sister 
church in Posoltega.  

Mary Jensen, chair 
pastormaryjensen@gmail. 

com 

A retired journalism 
professor, Boeyink has 

been involved in Posoltega 
since 1993. He became  

Sister Cities treasurer and 
newsletter editor in 2013.  

 

Debbi Conkle, secretary 
debbiconkle@gmail.com 

Dave Boeyink, treasurer 
boeyink@indiana.edu 

Providing hungry children daily 
bread .  .  . and rice and beans 

organization in Nicaragua.  

Overall, the event raised $770 for the hot-lunch program. 

Costs for the reception were covered with independent 

contributions in keeping with our pledge that all regular 

donations benefit people in Posoltega.  

 

World hunger can be overwhelming. Sometimes we 

wonder where to start. So take Mother Teresa’s advice: 

“I never look at the masses as my responsibility. I look 

at the individual. I can love only one person at a time. I 
can feed only one person at a time.” 

For the last 20 years, that’s what your individual support 

has meant to a child in Posoltega. A hot meal five days a 

week. Vegetables and protein five days a week. A 
smile five days a week.  

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to the top of 
their stomachs. 
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A Saturday morning fiesta marked 25 years of 

Bloomington’s Sister Cities activity at the 

Bloomington Farmer’s Market on Showers Plaza 

outside City Hall. Bloomington currently has two 

sister cities, one in Santa Clara, Cuba, 

(Cubamistad) and one in Posoltega, Nicaragua.  

The Oct. 18, 2014, fiesta let people know about the 

mission of our organization, according to Debbi 

Conkle, one of the fiesta’s organizers. “We have a 

group of dedicated supporters,” she said.  “But we 

need more people aware of our work.” 

Several attendees expressed interest in getting 

involved, including one person who wants to link 

the work of her foundation with Sister Cities.  

Two Cuban artists, Madelin Perez Noa (left) 

and Leo Freire Leiva, whose trip to the United 

States was sponsored by Cubamistad, were 

also on hand. The artists left a permanent 

reminder of Bloomington’s Sister City 

relationship with Santa Clara, Cuba, in a 

colorful mural near the Monroe County 

Convention Center.  

Other fiesta activities included face painting 

and crafts for children. Information tables 

helped spread the word about both 

Bloomington sister cities.  

 Spreading the word online 

A website for Bloomington-Posoltega Sister 

Cities can be found at www.bloomington-

sister-cities.org/Posoltega.html. Check it out. 

Fiesta celebrates Bloomington’s sister cities: 
Posoltega, Nicaragua, and Santa Clara, Cuba  

Two dance groups performed at the fiesta, 
including Ritmos Latinos (above) and the Windfall 
Dancers Youth Company.  

Cuban artist Madelin Perez 
Noa painted faces for many 
Bloomington children.  

Isaac Salazar, a 
Posoltega native, sang 
and played songs of 
Nicaragua for the 
crowd. Now living in 
Bloomington, he first 
visited on a youth 
exchange sponsored 
by Sister Cities in the 
late 1980s. 
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